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THE 


REHEARSAL 


1, More Needful to Anfwer Dr. Edwards, than the Rights, Asgill, or Coward, 
9: The Doétrin of the Predeftinarians Worle than Popery. 3 


{All buile upon Miftake. Let it Dye. 


Dr. Edwards makes Nothing of Charch.Government. 


Nor of the Usity of the ‘Charch. 


6, What that Charity is Mention’d.1. Cor, xiii. 
, Gifted-Men. More than Men Miraculoufly Gifted. 
; Korah no Offender. He was: the firft Presbyterian. 








SATURDAY, Anguf 23. 


1707. 





Sit not time for. you 
Mafter,. to have . done 
with, Dr. Edwards? Peo- 
ple will grow Weary, and fay you keep 
thm too long upon Serious Subjects. 


Countryman. 


(1.) Rehearfal. 1 think this Subjeé&. of 
Predeftination and all sits) Confequences, into 
which Dr. Edwards has led’ us, more ufe- 
ful. to have been .Difcours’d of, chan even 
the: Blafpbemies. of: the Xightsy..or. the 
Wild Extravagancies of Coward and Asgill. 
For thefe.-thifigs ~are fo very Grofs, that 
‘it is to. be hop’d - few«>wiil. be . Deluded 
by them; tho’ ftill it was Neceflary to 
have them Detected. Bot this Difpute of 
Predeftination has Employ’d many Learned 
Pens; afid: Men Good and. Pious have . been 
Milled) by \it, and are! ftill. Then their 
Numbers) are Great and, Formidable, out 
Predeftinarians at Home, Join’d with thofe 


fome .Divines. of the Church of England, 
who aré Preparing the way for them, of 
which . Iychave. fhew’d .you.one, and may 
fhew: you ‘nore.~ This Jooks Terribly. upon 
Us. The: Plague, is begun. And. .the firt 
Attack is.made by. .Divines. of the Charch 
of England, Therefore»it\ is Time to look 
to it, and sWarn the People of their Ap- 
proaching Danger. 


(2.) For this Boftriz in its Confequences; 
a made ufe of by thefe Predeftinarians, is 
More Fatal to thé Sodls of; Men, than Ido. 
lary it felf, or the, Worlt, pare of Popery. 
lt Un-hinges. whole Cbrifiauity, makes ts 
lay. no ftrefs upon the GQeconomy..of thé 
Gofpel, but Refolve all into Secret Decrees. 


and Diffolves all Obligation to a Good Life, 
Nay, it Transforms God into the Devil, as 
the Lutherans fay. 


(3.) And I have not taken much Timé 
in Dete@ing it. But fhew’d that the whole 
proceeds upon a Jiftake, and that. there 
Is no Foundation at all for this. Difpute 
which has fo much Perplex’d Chriftianity. 
Therefore let it Dye and be Bega for 
Ever hereafter. Amen. m2 

Country-m. And 1. fay Amen too. And 
let thofe Miferable. Souls be Deliver’d whom 
this Doétyin has driven into De/pair, and 
all. Wretchlefjuefs of moft.Unclean living, as 
our, Article of Predeffination. {peaks. -And 
let them. fee that all this is come. upon 
them. by, Conceiving.of, God after. the. man- 
ner ‘of. AZen, as_you have, fhew’d ; for tho’ 
we muft Speak fo, becaufe we cannot help 
it, having no. Proper, Words whereby to 
Exprefs God, yet we muft.not Thiwk{fo, in 
Juft. and True Reafoning for that will 
Involve Us in Endlefs -Abfurdities and Con. 
tradittions, when we will Meafure the E- 
ternity Of |God by the Line of Time, which 
only;.we,;know, and. thence Argue and 
Datw ‘Confequences,.as_in the Prefent Cafe, 
and make no Allowance or Abatemen 
for _Words.. which we,Confefs are only, ad 
Captum, as you have..Explain’d it to 
me. 


(4:) But now AMaffer, you have Inftruéted 
me inthe  Doftrin, of . this Union-Sermon, 
wherein, Dr. Edwards woud have Us Un- 
ted, that. is, not that the Presbyterians fhou’d 
come over to Us, bus that we fhou’d go 
over. to them, in their Doétrins,, of , Pre- 





It takes away both Fath and Repentance, 





deftination and Eternal Decrees; And a 
. rs this 


thi¢ 1 think! faffidient has been faid, there- 
tore we will Difmifs the Doctor as to that. 
But I wou’d gladly know whether he fpeaks 
any thing in Defence of Epifcopacy, or be- 
ftows any Exhortations upon them, no 
longer to Oppofe that Ancient and Apafolical 
Conftitution of the Church; that we may be 
One in that too? Without which how can 
we be faid to be Onze while our Church-Go- 
vernment is not only Different but Oppofite ? 

Rebeaf. He fays not a word upom that 
Point. He thought it not worth while/ 
He feeks not to Inform them in this 
matter. But calls us all Ove, and concludes 
with Praying for the Churches of England 
and Scotland. 

Coumry-m. That is, for Epifcopacy and 
Presbytery, is it not? And the one thinks 
the other Unfcriptural, and Gonfequensly 
Unlawful. And the Presbyterians think this 
a Fundamental Point, and are fo Zealous 
in it, that (as you have fhew’d before 
from the Vindicator of our Englifh Diffen- 
ters) they are Refolv’d to ftand it out 
upon the Point of Epifeopacy; And that if 
we fhou’d give them up our whole Liturgy, 
Ceremonies, Habits, &c. yet they will be 
Content with nothing Lefs than the total 
Abdlition of the Epifcopal Hierarchy, And 
the Kirk in Scotland have Abjur’d it. How 
then can we be One? How can the Unity 
of the Church be Prefetv’d under fuch 
Wide and Irreconcilable Difference? 


A§-) Rebearf. The Doftor is very Angry 
at any who mention the Unity of the 
Church, He fays, p. 18. Jt is bigh time to 
learn Sobriety, aud to be Senfible of the in- 
finit Mifchief rhae has lark’d under the pre- 
tence of advancing the Unity of the Church. 
And he falls upon Mr. Thorndike for Calling 
it the Soveraign Law. But he forgot shat 
St. Paul made it fo, when he Prefer’d it 
even to Faith. 1 Cor. xiii. 13. And now 
abideth Faith, Hope, Charitys thefe three, but 
the Greateft of thefe is Charity. And ver. 2. 
Tho I have alt Faith, fo that I coud remove 
Mountains, and have no Charity, I am no- 


thing. 


(6.) Country-m. But what is the Charity 
here fpoke of? It is commonly underftood 
to be Charitable to the Poor, and to Relieve 
others. 

Rehearf. That cannot be, for the next 
words are, And though I beftow all my Goods 
to feed the Poor. Yet all is nothing with- 
out Charity. Therefore this is not the 
Charity there {poke of. The word ‘Afézn 
which is here Tranflated Charity fignifies 
Love. And to what this Love is to be Ex- 
tended is fhew’d in the Chapter preceding, 
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Body, where all the Members are AGed boy’ 
fame Spirit, and confequently. have a f 
feeling together, and all Rejoice or Un 
together, and Each feeks .the Prefe = 
and Good of the other. . But if. om me 
ber fhou’d Rife up againft another, ig 
Hand fhou’éd pull out. the Eyes, of the the 
Mutence againft the Head, there wh 
a Schifm in the Body,.which muft tend 
its Deffruttion. Better want the Beft 
ber in the Body, than that it fhou’¢ 
the Reft, and break the Uwity of the Bod, 
This the Apoftie applys to the Church and 
to that Schifm was then at Corinth, on Ag. 
count whereof he wrote this. 


. i ’ ese 
(7.) And the Occafion. was more,Pjy. 
fible then, than any Pretence can be fe y 
by the Diffenrers now. For then . 
Miraculous Gifts were beftow’d, as of Ly, 
guages, Healing, &c. And thefe made 
Men Proxd, that they broke loofe from the 
Order of the Church; and Difdain’d to tp 
under the Direétion of their Swperiors, A, 
gainft thefe the Apofle writes, and tell 
them that tho’ they cou’d Speak with the 
Tougue of Angels, and had Faith to Remon 
Mountains, and anderftood all AMyferies and 
all Kvowlege, tho’ they had Zeal to give al 
their Goods to the Poor, and their vey 
Bodies to be Burnt for Chrift, yet if they 
broke the Unity of the Bozy, that is, of th 
Church, all wou'd fignify nothing to. then, 
For that the Czity of the Church wasof 
more Confequence than any of their Gifu, 
tho’ Miraculous. Yet we have thofe now 
call’d Gifted-Asen, tho’ far from MMiaw 
lons, who think that Pretext enough w 
break the Unity of the Church, and Tex 
her, which is the Body of © Chriff, it 
Picces ! 


(8.) And Dr. Edwards (I with 

were no more) is on their fide agaith 
the Apoffles. What a ftirr do you kep 
about the Unity of the Church! It hindes 
many Gifted-Men! Do but hold Predefin 
tion, and be a good Caluimft, no matit 








Pieces! Epifcopacy or Presbytery, or Neitie 
or Both, or Both together, it is all one! 
The Unity of the Church, and. Schifm at 
Fulforn Stuff! Korah was no Offenders For 
he was a good Presbyterian, and the Fif 
of them. And the Congregation thought it 
was Over-Rul'd by Arbitrary Power, where 
fore they Auteny’d the next Day, faying, 
Ye have Deftroy’d the Peoplé.of the Lord. 


ADVERTISEMENT: 


Parallel between the Faith and Doétrine 
"A, of the prefent Quakers, and that of the 
Chiet Hereticks in all Ages of the Church 





where the nig do’s Exemplify the Unity 
of the Church by the Unity of a Natural 





And alfo a Parallel betwen Quakerifns and Pope, 
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tho’ yeu Tear the Church in a Thoufal 
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